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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is responsive to communications: tlie application filed on 1 1/14/03, 
and the IDSs filed on 4/8/04. 

2. Claims 1-29 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 4, 9, 12, 17, 20-21, 26 and 27 
are independent claims. 

Drawings 

3. Figures 4-5, 7-1 1 are objected to since they are not legible. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude wnth one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding independent claim 1 7, it is not clear why performing step "inputting a 
keyword" since there is no connection of said inputting step with the other steps In the 
claim. It appears that there is no need of the inputting step in the claimed method. 

Regarding claim 18, which is it is unclear why "selecting a slide from a slide show" (line 
4) since this feature is disclosed in claim 17 "selecting at least one of a slide and a 
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sequence of slides from the list" (line 6). It appears that the selecting step in claim 18 is 
redundant. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

7. Claims 1-17, 20-29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
Brown (US Pat App Pub No 2003/0160814 A1, 8/28/03. filed 2/27/02). 

Regarding independent claim 1, Brown discloses: 

- identifying an existing slide show ([0025]: selecting a particular slide show 
presentation from the electronic slide show implies that said particular slide show 
is identified) 

- selecting a slide of the existing slide show ([0025]) 

- associating metadata with the selected slide (figure 6, [0035]: the pop-up text 
with additional information concerning the displayed slide shows associating 
metadata with the selected slide) 



Regarding claim 2, which is dependent on claim 1, Brown discloses 
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- identifying the slide based on the metadata ([0040], [0035]: the fact that a user 
can elect to learn about only those catalogued items of interest via the pop-up 
text window \Nhich provides details concerning a displayed slide implies that the 
details associated with a slide, which is equivalent to the metadata, can be used 
to identify a slide) 

- creating a new presentation using the identified slide ([0023], [0025]: a small 
subset of slides is selected and stored in memory for creating a new 
presentation) 

Regarding claim 3, which is dependent on claim 1, Brown discloses that the metadata 
includes at least one of sequence infomiation and a story matrix element ([0035]: the 
details concerning an artist's biography associated with a selected slide is considered a 
story matrix element). 

Regarding independent claim 4, Brown discloses: 

- identifying an existing document ([0025]: selecting a particular slide show 
presentation from the electronic slide show implies that said particular slide show 
is identified where a slide show is considered equivalent a document) 

- selecting a portion of the existing document ([0025]: selecting a slide of the 
existing slide show) 

- associating metadata with the selected portion of the existing document, wherein 
the metadata includes sequence infonmation (figure 8, [0037]: providing a 
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thumbnail sketch of a sequence of related slides where the thumbnail sketch is 
displayed above the currently displayed slides shows associating metadata 
including sequence information with the selected slide) 

Regarding claim 5, which is dependent on claim 4, Brown discloses identifying includes 
searching documents in at least one of a local database and a remote database ([0031]: 
retrieving a slide from a system to be displayed implies searching a slide, which is 
equivalent to a document, in a local database). 

Regarding claim 6, which is dependent on claim 4, Brown discloses that identifying is 
based on at least one of creation date and file name ([0033]: displaying a selected slide 
based on the slide number shows identifying based on the slide number, which is 
considered equivalent to a file name since the number is the name of a slide). 

Regarding claim 7, which is dependent on claim 4, Brown discloses that selecting a 
portion of the document includes selecting at least one of a plurality of slides in a slide 
show ([0025]). 

Regarding claim 8, which is dependent on claim 4, Brown discloses: 

* associating the selected portion of the document with at least one other selected 
portion of the document [0025]: the selected slide and the associated slides are 
managed to be displayed according to user event) 
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- ordering the selected portion with respect to each of the at least one other 
selected portion ([0026]: displaying one slide after the other shows ordering) 

Regarding independent claim 9, Brown discloses: 

- identifying an existing document ([0025]: selecting a particular slide show 
presentation from the electronic slide show implies that said particular slide show 
is identified where a slide show is considered equivalent a document) 

- selecting a portion of the existing document ([0025]: selecting a slide of the 
existing slide show) 

- associating metadata with the selected portion of the existing document, wherein 
the metadata includes at least one story matrix element (([0035]: the details 
concerning an artist's biography associated with a selected slide is considered 
the metadata of a story matrix element) 

Regarding claim 10, which is dependent on claim 9, Brown discloses associating at 
least one of a theme, an act, and a scene with the selected portion ([0031], figure 4: the 
slide regarding Venice shows associating of a theme with a selected portion, which is a 
selected slide). 

Regarding claim 11, which is dependent on claim 9, Brown discloses associating each 
of a theme, an act, and a scene with the selected portion ([0031], figure 4: the slide 
regarding Venice shows associating of a theme, which is Venice, with a selected 
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portion, which is a selected slide, also shows associating of a selected venue, which is 
equivalent to an act and a scene, to the selected slide). 

Claims 12-15 are for a machine readable medium for method claims 4-8, and are 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Claims 12, 15. 16 are for a machine readable medium for performing method claims 9- 
1 1 , and are rejected under the same rationale. 

Regarding independent claim 17, Brown discloses: 

- inputting a keyword ([0031]: selecting a venue of Venice, implies the keyword 
regarding Venice is inputted in the system via the link clicking) 

- retrieving a list having at least one of a slide and a sequence of slides, the 
sequence of slides being defined by a group of individual slides, each of the 
individual slides having an order with respect to each of the other individual 
slides in the group ([0031], [0025]-[0026] 

- selecting at least one of a slide and a sequence of slides from the list ([0025]- 
[0026]) 

Claim 20 is for a machine readable medium for method claim 17, and is rejected under 
the same rationale. 
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Regarding independent claim 21, Brown discloses creating a slide show ([0023]), 
comprising selecting a plurality of pre-existing slides based on at least one of a theme, 
an act, and a scene ([0024]: a plurality of pre-existing slides is selected based on a 
theme as automobiles of Mercedes Benz, or Porsche; [0031]: a plurality of pre-existing 
slides is selected based on a theme as the city of Venice). 

Regarding claim 22, which is dependent on claim 21 , Brown discloses-: 

- displaying a list of a plurality of themes ([0024]: displaying a plurality of pre- 
existing slides of a plurality of themes as automobiles of Mercedes Benz, and 
Porsche; [0031], figure 4: displaying a plurality of pre-existing slides of plurality of 
themes of cities in the world) 

- receiving a theme selection from a user, the theme selection identifying at least 
one of the plurality of themes ([0024]: a plurality of pre-existing slides is selected 
based on a theme as automobiles of Mercedes Benz, or Porsche; [0031]: a 
plurality of pre-existing slides is selected based on a theme as the city of Venice) 

Regarding claim 23, which is dependent on claim 21 . Brown discloses: 

- displaying a list of a plurality of acts ([0026]: the ordering of the slides is 
displayed where "acts relate to the ordering of the slide information as explained 
in the specification of the claimed invention [0053]) 

- receiving an act selection from a user, the act selection identifying at least one of 
the plurality of acts ([0026]: user performs an operation to instmct a slide to 
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advance when displaying a predetennined sequence of slides shows an act 
selection by a user) 

Regarding claim 24, which is dependent on claim 23, Brown discloses: 

- displaying a list of a plurality of scenes ([0025]: selecting a slide of the existing 
slide show implies that a list of a plurality of slides is displayed for selecting 
where each slide is a part, which is a scene, of the slide show) 

- receiving a scene selection from a user, the scene selection identifying at least 
one of the plurality of scenes ([0025]: selecting a slide by user and the selected 
slide is identified) 

Regarding claim 25, which is dependent on claim 24, Brown discloses displaying the 
slide infonnation, the slide information associated with the scene selection ([0035]: the 
infomiation of the selected slide is displayed where the selected slide is a scene 
selection). 

Claim 26 is a machine readable medium of method claim 21 , and is rejected under the 
same rationale. 

Claim 27 is for a system of method claims 4-5, and is rejected under the same rationale. 

Regarding claim 28, which is dependent on claim 27, Brown discloses: 

- a data link selectively coupled to the workstation (figure 4) 
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- a server coupled to the data link, the server configured to perform at least one of 
a storage function and a collaboration function (figure 4, [0014], [0021]) 

Regarding claim 29, Brown discloses that the workstation further including a 
synchronization component coupled to the data access component, the synchronization 
component facilitating data transfer from the workstation to the server when the 
workstation is coupled to the data link.(figure 4, [0021]). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e). (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 
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10. Claims 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brown as applied to claim 17 above, and further in view of Herberger et al. (US Pat App 
Pub No. 2005/0084232 Al, 4/21/05, filed 10/16/03). 

Regarding claim 18, which is dependent on claim 17, Brown does not disclose: 

- selecting a design template 

- selecting a slide from a slide show 

- determining whether the selected slide is formatted in accordance with the 
selected design template 

- editing a format of the selected slide where it is determined that the selected 
slide is not formatted in accordance with the selected design template 

Herberger discloses: 

- selecting a design template (figure 2, #205-229) 

- selecting a media data ([0037]: placing digital media into the selected template 
implies that the media data is selected for placing; [0040]: the video is inputted to 
the template by user implies that the video is selected for inputting; [0044]: data 
is inputted into a given template implies that the data is selected for inputting) 

- detemiining whether the selected media data is formatted in accordance with the 
selected design template ([0037]: determining if the input video clips matches the 
template location; [0044]: checking on the sort of infomnation that the user is 
allowed to assign to each template location shows a determination of the 
accordance of the input data format and the template format) 
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- editing a format of the selected media data wliere it is determined tliat tlie 
selected media data is not formatted in accordance with the selected design 
template ([0044]: resize the selected digital image file to fit within the confines 
and aspect ratio of a video frame). 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have modified Herberger to apply the selected slide into the design 
template instead of the selected media data since by analogy, the slide data is also a 
form of data to be inserted into a selected template. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have combined Herberger into Brown for the following reason. Herberger 
discloses checking the mismatch between the selected data fomnat and the selected 
template fonmat and editing the selected data if its format is not in accordance with the 
selected template format, where the data of the selected slide is equivalent to the media 
data, providing the advantage to incorporate into Brown for quickly creating a 
customized slide show with a pre-existing data via simply editing said data to conform a 
selected template. 

Regarding claim 19, which is dependent on claim 18, Brown does not disclose 
at least one of identifying a vertical slide orientation mismatch, identifying a slide color 
scheme mismatch, identifying a missing title field mismatch, identifying a blank title field, 
identifying a title font style mismatch, and identifying a title font size mismatch. 
Herberger discloses identifying a data size mismatch ([0044]). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
was made to have combined Herberger into Brown for the following reason. Herberger 
discloses identifying the size mismatch of the selected image and the design template, 
providing the advantage to incorporate into Brown for identifying the mismatch between 
the size of the input slide data and the required size of slide data in a template for 
properly inserting the suitable slide data into the template, where the media data can be 
replaced with the slide data as mentioned In claim 18 above. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Qureshi et a|. (US Pat No. 6,084,582, 7/4/00, filed 7/2/97). 
Smith et al. (US Pat No.6,473,749 B1 , 1 0/29/02. filed 2/22/00). 
Bretschneider et al. (US Pat No. 6,128,629, 10/3/00. filed 1/7/00). 
Abrams (US Pat App Pub No.2002/0191013 Al. 12/19/02. filed 6/15/01). 
Salesin et al. (US Pat App Pub No.2003/0222890 A1, 12/4/03, filed 5/31/02). 
Allen et al. (US Pat App Pub No.2005/0044499 Al, 2/24/05, filed 2/20/04, priority 
2/23/03). 

Vogel et al. (US Pat App Pub No.2005/0081 154 Al , 4/14/05. filed 10/14/03). 
Parker et al. (US Pat App Pub No.2003/0231202 Al . 12/18/03, filed 6/18/02). 
Businessline, Speak Visually, Businessline 6/26/02, pages 1-4 printed from ProQuest. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning tiiis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cong-Lac Huynh whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4125. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri (8:30-6:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on 571-272-4124. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cong-Lac Huynh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2178 
09/28/05 



